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:n my intimate friend for many years, had at this time cham-s in Farrar's-buildings, at the bottom of Inner Temple-lane, ich he kindly lent me upon my quitting my lodgings, he ng to return to Trinity Hall, Cambridge. I found them ticularly convenient for me, as they were so near Dr. inson's.
)n Wednesday, July 30, Dr. Johnson, Mr. Dempster, and my :lc Dr. Boswcll, who happened to be now in London, supped h me at these Chambers. JOHNSON. ' Pity is not natural man. Children are always cruel. Savages are always cruel. y is acquired and improved by the cultivation of reason. We y have uneasy sensations from seeing a creature in distress, hout pity; for we have not pity unless we wish to relieve m. When I am on my way to dine with a friend, and finding ite, have bid the coachman make haste, if I happen to attend m he whips his horses, I may feel unpleasantly that the mals are put to pain, but I do not wish him to desist. No, , I wish him to drive on.'
itr. Alexander Donaldson, bookseller of Edinburgh, had for ic time opened a shop in London, and sold his cheap editions the most popular English books, in defiance of the supposed .imon-Iaw right of Literary Property'1. Johnson, though he .curred in the opinion which was afterwards sanctioned by a gcmcnt of the House of Lords3, that there was no such right,
Johnson (Works, vii. 240) quotes following  by Edmund   Smith,
ton some time after 1708 :......' It
sound oddly to posterity, that, in olitc nation, in an enlightened under the direction of the must :, most learned, and most n'ener-cncouragcrs of knowledge in the Id, the property of a incchanick .ilcl be better secured than lluit of :holar I that the poorest manual rations should lie more valued i the noblest products of the n 1 that it should be: felony Lo a cobbler of a pair of shoes, and :rime to deprive the best aiithour lis whole subsistence I that no-ig should make a man a sure title iis o\vn writings but the stupidity
of them I' See fits/, May 8, 1773, and Feb. 7, 1774; and lioswull's IMii-itff.it AUK. >7 "U'1 '-<>> '773-
'•" 'The question arose, after the passing of the first statute respecting literary properly in 1710, whether by certain of its provisions this perpetual copyright sit common law was extinguished for the future. The question was solemnly argued before the Court of King's Hunch', when Lord Mansfield presided, in 1769. The result was a decision in favour of the common-law right as unaltered by the statute, with the disapproval however of Mr, Justice Ynlcs, In 1774 the same point was brought before die House of Lords, and the decision of the court below reversed
wasp. 50, 60.                                              the Revd. Mr. Temple, Rector of St.
